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3d Battalion (ﬂirnnblle}, 506th T:gntuy, 101sh Airborne Dlvlalnn (Aimobile), U, S,
Arny,

MISSION:

1, To conduct search and clear and reconnaigssance in force operations against VC and
NVA forces in Binh Thuan Province and portions of Lanm Dong, Binh Tuy, and Ninh Thuen

2, To support revolutionary development within the A0 in conjunction with Binh Thuan
Prﬂvinﬂﬁt

g_o_rmEPT OF OPZRATION:

Task Force 3~5C5 will conduct continuous mali unit operations throughout the A0 to
locate the eneny, then fix and destroy Lin using mactian forces to reinforce the in-
itial contact. Reconnaissance in forece {RIV) oud Eushroster (independent ambush)
operations wiil be e-phasized during Operation EGLAJ.H as yell as the clandestine in-
gsertion of Long Nange Recon Patrols into the 40, "ask Force 2--506 1rill nointain li-
aison with MACY '..:c:ctnr} and ARV Headgquarters in order lo re force, support, or re-
oct to ony eneny ccibact node by GVI forces. Artillery and air support will be en-
ployed to support both frlenrh‘ A enory initiated contects and will be provided in
support of Binh Thueon Province.

EXECUTION:

On 31 Jamuary the Tet offensive bezan in Phan Thic‘t with a ligh?t norter attack on the
alrfield and ceompany size atiacks on the city and Ord e.ml; corpouncds, Task Force
3=-506 reazcted with gra ships and Suooky was czl.ller.’-. in to engaze uargets of VO concen-
trations forecing VC forces to witlidrar to the north and nnrbmrest of the city.

Throughout the neit ten dayu Sue 37506 and supnortimg units conducted sesrch and de-
stm; operations neeting licht tc heavy rontact throughout the entire period. Bach
contact with the enemy resvlted in his defea® aud forced his withdrawal to the north
of the city, From 1{] February to 18 February the Phan Thiet area was relatively
quiet with units cendueting sucop opsrations. The enery, having suffered nearly two
hundred killed, began recrouning in previously prevsred locations.

At 0055 hours, 1€ TFebruary, an -.:,:-_-tj:ﬂ ted onany battalion lounched a coordinated at-
tack on the Vietnanese ouipost i the viclnity ot the soccor field, Quang Trang Canp,
the ARVH artillery compound, ond B ¢lenants located at the elementary school nearby.
Three VO provisionesl corpanies gimultancously atbtaclked the city from the southwest,
The VC 840th liain Force Battalion atbacked tho PF oubpost in the viciniiy of the Prov-
ince prison, forcing friendly forces to withdraw. CGaininzg entry to the prison, the
eneny rtleaced approxinately 500 prisoners cné inprecsed then into service. By 0600
the VC occunied a large portion of the northwesbern zection of Phan Thict City inelud-
ing the Province hospital. Determined artillery sirilies prevented the eneny access

to the city “ror the soutiwrest and Yorced +heir withdrawal fron the prison by 1800,

On 19 Februery an attack on tie Province head quarfr.:rf* vaz repulsed after heavy fight-
ing by B Conmpeny, 3¢ Battalion, 506th Infaniry. Sweop operations were conducted by
the Task Force. PFizhting vas on a fierce hoise 4o hﬂu..,e, buitker to bunksr basis,

but the enemy was continuousl: forced to withdrew with heavy casualties,

B:‘,’ 25 February continued search operations cleared the city of the defeated enemy and
the tuent}f-sl day bhattle enced with the eneny having suffered nearly fifty percent
of their total force killed.
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PROPOSED CITATION

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION

AWARD OF THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STLTES
OF AMERICA TO THE FOLLOWING UNIT OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES IS
CONFIRMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 19L, AR 672-5-1:

THE 3D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), S06TH INFANTRY, 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIRMOBILE),
AND ASSIGNED AND ATTACHED UNITS:

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 3D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), S06TH THFANTRY,
101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION gam)
L COMPANY, 3D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), S06TH INFANTRY, 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AM)
B COMPANY, 3D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), SOO6TH INFANTRY, 1015T AIRBORNE DIVISION (AM)
C COMPANY, 3D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), SO6TH INFANTRY, 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AM)
D BATTERY, 2D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), 320TH ARTILLERY !

B BATTERY, STH BATTALION, 27TH ARTILLERY

192D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

2D PLATOON, 163D RECONNAISSANCE AIRPLANE COMPANY

TLiM 2-7, ADVISORY TEAM 37, SUB UNIT ONE, 1ST AIR NAVAL GUNFIRE LIAISON COMPANY,

FLEET MARINE FORCE. ,

USAF TACP, 3-506 (USAF FAC), 21ST TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT SQUADRON, USAF

23D MOBILE STRIKE FORCE (MSF) COMPANY, 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP, AIRBORNE

26TH MOBILE STRIXE FORCE (MSF) COMPANY, S5TH SIECIAL FORCES GROUP, AIRBORNE

THE CITATION READS AS FOLLOWS:

THE 3D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), 506TH INFANTRY, 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIRMOBILE);
DISTINGUISHED ITSELF BY EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM AGAINST A HOSTILE FORCE IN THE VI-
CINITY OF THE CITY OF PHiN THIET, BINH THUAN PROVINCE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, BET-
UEEN 31 JANUARY 1968 AND 25 FEBRULRY 1968, OPERATING AS A SEPARATE BATTALION
TAiSK FORCE, UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM. THE 3D BAT-
T/LION (AIRMOBILE), 506TH INFANTLY, COMBTMED WITH THE TERRITORIAL DEFENSE FORCES
OF BINH THUAN PROVINCE IN 4 COORDINATED EFFORT IN THE TET COUNTER-OFFINSIVE ON
THE CITY OF PHAN THIET. BEGINNING AT 1018 HOURS, 31 JANUARY 1968 AND ‘THROUGH-
OUT THE OFFENSIVE THE CURRAHETS AIMOST CONTINUOUSLY ENGAGED DETERMINED ENEMY
FORCES IN INTENSE AND BITTER FIGHTING. DESFITE COSTLY CASUALTIES, FATIGUE, AND
T"E DIFFICULT OBSTACLES OF HOUSE TO HOUSE COMBAT THE RELEMNTLESS3 CURRAHEZS, THROUGH
TWENTY-SIX DAYS OF VICIOUS STREET FIGHTING AND TWENTY-SIX NIGHTS OF SUSTAINED
FLARE-LIT BATTLES, SUCCEEDED IN FIXING AND FIN LLY DESTROYING THE EMNTRENCHED ENEMY
PCCKETS OF RESISTANCE WITHIN THE CITY AND DRIVING THEIR DECTMATED UNITS FROM THE
POPULATED HAMLETS OF PHAN THIET. FLEEING THE ADVANCING CURRAHBES, THE ESTIMATED
FOUR REINFORCED ENEMY BATTALIONS LEFT FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX DEAD, BY COUNT,
AS THE DIRECT RESULT OF ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE PARATROOPERS. TWENTY CURRAHEES HAD
ALLEN IN ACTION AND ONE HUNDRED FORTY-FOUR OF THEIR COMRADES SUSTAINED WOUNWDS,
THE FIERCE DETERMINATION, DEVOTION TO DUTY, PROFESSIONALISH /ND EXTRAORDINAY
HEROISM DEMONSTRATED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE 3D BATTALION (AIRMOBILE), SO6TH IN-
FINTRY, 101ST ATRBOWNE DIVISION (AIRMOBILE), ARE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST
TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UPON THEMSELVES AND
THE ARMED FORCEG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. " 4
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Total Asgigned

750

Estimated Strungth

2,515T

1 Includes 500 VC prisconers released from Binh Thuan Prison by the VC.

2 Includes 75 ecnemy KIA credited to

Companies.

SUMIL.RY OF STRENGTHS AllD CASUALTITS
31 January 1968 - 25 February 1968

Task Force 3-506

@ WIA MIA

—— —

20 1hh : 0

tnemy Forces
(KIK by 3-506)

Budy Count Probable Casualties

LB86%¥ 150

the 23d and 26th Mobile Strike Force

#* 1256 (C) total enemy KIA (Allied units, air, artillery, etc.).

ESTIMATED ENEMY STRENGTHS BY UMITS:

UNTT
8LO MF Bn
182 LF Bn

CAP

CLP

ESTIMATED STRENGTH

KC/1500 LF Bn (Provisional)
485 LF Co (Combat Support)

L430 LI Co
450 LF Co
160 LF Co
120 Recon Platoon

Hom Liem (V) Guerrillas .
Ham Hiep (V) Guerrillas

Ham Kiem (V) Guerrillas

Ham Cuong (V) Guerrillas

Ham Thanh (V) Guerrillas

Tuy Hoa (V) Guerrillas

Thuan Duc (V) Guerrillas

Ham Phong (V) Guerrillas

Ham Tien (V) Guerrillas

Ham Thang (V) Guerrillas

Phu Long (V) Guerrillas

Phan Thiet City irrow fAction Team
Phu Phong (H4) Arrow Action Team
Phu Cuong (H) Arrow Action Team
FPhu Khanh (H) Arrow Action Team
Tien Loi (H) Arrow Action Team

(V) Village
(H) Hamlet
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73

DER

1,50
1,00
250
120
80
90
80
30
60
L0
L0
50
L0
1,0
30
30
20
30
30
20
25

.20

20

- 20
2,015



PARTICIPATING WITS

Part I, Units assigned and recommended for award of the Presidential Tnit Citaticn

hit : Period Previougs B Unit Decorations sad
Dates

1. HHC,3d En (Airmobile), S06th 31 Jen PUC 6 - 11 Jun 44

Inf, 101st Abn Div (Aimhile] 25 Feb 68 PUC 18 - 27 Dec 41
2. A Co, 3d Bn (Airmobile), 506th 31 Jan - PUIC 6 -~ 11 Jun 44
Inf, 10151; Abn Div (Aimnbue] 25 Feb 68 PUC 18 - 27 Dec 44
3. B Co, 3d Bn (Airmobile), 506th 31 Jan - PUC 6 - 11 Jun 44

Inf, "101st Abn Div (Airmn'hile) 25 Feb 68 PUC 18 - 27 Dec 44

4. C Co, 33 Bn (Airmobile), 506th 31 Jan =- PUC & - 1] Jun L
Inf, "101ist Abn Div (Air:mhile) 25 - Feb 68 puc 18 - 27 Dec AL

Part I1. Units attached and recommended for award of the Presidential iaiw Citation

Unit Period Previous B lhit Decorations =nd

i Dates

1. 1924 Assault Helicopter Cb 31 Jan - NONE

25 Feb 68

2. 24 Platoon, 1834 Reconnaissance 31 Jen = NONE
Airplane Company 25 Feb 68

3. D Battery, 2d Battalion 31 Jan = NONE
(Airmubue) 320th Arty 25 Feb €8

4. B Battery, 5th Battelion 31 Jan -~ NONE
27th Arty 25 Feb 68

5. Tean 2-7, Advisory Team 37 31 Jan = NONE
Sub Unit 1, 1st Air Naval 25 Feb 68
Gunfire Liaison Co, Fleet
Marine Force

6. UBAF TACP, 3-506th (USAF FAC) 31 Jan -  NGNE
2lst Tactical Air Support 25 Feb 63
Squadron, USAF

7. 23d Mobile Strike Force Co 31 Jen - NCNE

25 Feb €8
8, 26th Mobile Strike Foree Co 31 Jan HONE

gﬂ

25 Feb
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