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 Tie Taird Battalien, 506 Purachute Infaatry, left

Famzoury Wilts 0300 by bus and arrived at tue reilrosd station

' i-iun-z-;-arf-*.nrli wilts 0830. Trzin was boarded and left at’ INIO

arriving at Exeter I:'ravan Iazﬂ. The Battalion went Ly bus to

Camo _I.:.':-“:stur.. Erie 1!1: of voupany commanders vejan 000I 29
~ay and 'uunt‘.inuéd,'tn inglud= &all msn up to 0900 3 June when

tiie br:l.efi.ng room wusg dismntled.

4 Tll htt.alian was read:.r te ennlane 4 .Iun& but

\§ -ra.:ti_urr- was postvened Decause Of rough vater in c:_uannel;

~ B _' Enplan.tnz tﬂﬂi placu 5 June at 2230. First gléxnaa

F

e::'t a.t :aa*_rn and tnnk ﬂrff 2320. Formation consisted of 45

:-r;
g 2

HEH ::nmm as Serlal Iﬁ. Thu:.r flew in 5 Eeut“—"*-nﬂ ﬂf 9

nes ea.nh in line, ea.ch ﬂectiun flew as an imrarted v— com~

/!

LLED

'i ed nf 3 smmller Vs of 3 pla.nas each. A :

CHARTGED IW..

ﬁ.t the time of unnlanin, the Battalion Lumbat srnup

"-‘tt-

CAis

:gaclments were Hea.dqua.;rtara 161 (&i) and I5 (D}.' G Co. I3IL

Ulnuill
0 )€

} and 8 (0). H Co., I32 (EM) and 8 {-G}. 1 c:n. I25 (Ed) and

E

mosembly area. Denolition aacti{:m 24 (3u§) and 2 (0).

E}A

(Em) 1(0).
0)olus 7 and, with pathfinder group to ra,jain I Co. in

Haval
fire narty 2 (idf) end I (0). sartillery ohserver < (&I) and
I (0). Ledical prouw to remain on jump field 5 (i) and I '

(0)s ©0.I.C. detail 3 (Bid) and I (0). ZEngineer detathnment

a ._(7@% /08

=

.priaed E-EE men and 50 efficers. Jtrength of ﬂﬂmpanles and M
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38 (&4) and 3 (0). ~
Ze Tue flliat froa 3Sngland was uneventfuls ‘e passed
between J‘-.lda::;nay and tiie Euntentin-?aniaulﬂ witaout Oopposie-
tian, turﬂeﬁ and crossed the Frencia coast in taa'?iulnity;
of Cartaret. agattered anti aircruft fire was now visible to
tue nnrtﬁfﬁut had no effect on our slanes, tuﬂ formation |
remini_ﬁgl I:._1_.nlt;nt. As we passed over tue {looded afea.. near
5t. Jome d‘.t.t #ﬂﬂt .a..ﬁ intense barrace of light nntiia_a.ircraft}_-
‘fire iif th; flight and the planegs scailered didﬂlf-ﬁﬂriuﬁiﬂg
the furmntinni Aﬂ'fhe flrst juﬂjﬂrﬂ.lﬁft-thﬂ planes, tﬁis '
W8 aumntﬂ by mortar, rifle and machine pistol fire. 2
Ihl rirat men landed in ut. Coume du <ont, but tna
actunl Dﬂ umriawd t.nn area bounded by this tawn, i}ﬂ.r&ntan, .
'tna nnuﬂ R:huu: to bridge 9. 36 and a line from there t.u *at-..
: Coue du Hnnt. ?-Tha Battalion imaediately becane _ﬂrn;_gg & ir: a
large ﬂu'zher uf small snarp fichkts. 9

;
}‘h&u landing on the »leaned DZ found 1t unmauu:l.ad

| "hut u."ldﬂ:l: g.:n.‘r.rla' veavy fire. e ﬂ.usembl_f sounds or lin-hta

wara ﬂvur #thlr t9 be. uned._ Capt, Shettle, and I Jhn, mnt I.t.-
;‘Bclta Hith ﬁ mun. and Lt. Rowe with 6 men near tiae a.aanuhly
arsa. "‘hauu n‘fﬁuerﬂ reported the asseubly area strongly .':.alri
by thas E",W*. Tae decision was made to move on uzimuth to _t}m_
' nﬁjecﬁivaﬁl Bridgas flo. 36 and J37. Along tze route 16 more men
::'-'e.:re' pi::ilcjed up with Lt. Broyaill and &n engineer cfﬂcer.— ;ns
tels grqiip passed the nower line tsat runs to Carentan, tae
ﬂnfiﬁéeilmfficar‘haa directed to destroy the line and rejoin

‘tae grauaf
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3, Thae hat.tuliuﬂ, eonalatian; of turee officers and
Lalrty .i2n, reacaed tae firat oujective (t.e J.-I‘iﬂ. 28 over
tae Junal de darentan) H.t- 04 30,  Lumadiate resistance wag
szt from tue west bank of the river--but tue Battalion ma-
naged to securs and uold t;ue- east cank and gontrol ta=s
oridgea. at t_hia tiue I:n. .eason and Lt. Dougaty arrived
at tae site with taree officers aad fifteen additional nmen,
frat. *."iilg:.!‘..tlﬂ. decided to cro:zs t'.:ta. river at dridge To. 37
to :iatr:r;:d._r;q tae eneuy's ati-angta and to establisi a brid;e=
iead, walca was included in tue bBattalion mission., Twe
'Jﬂlul'!bﬂﬁl'_'ﬂ urossed ﬁm isridge, altaou;: taey wvere Edbj.ﬂ'ﬂteﬂ
to .HEH.‘H‘_?I' :muhin- wun fire. Zaan and .ontiolio (H Ce.) aftar
taglr urn_ﬂin;_ Lt's Curiutisnaon and ‘golte ec:.u_a took fi'vu i
WA n ;}a-tr_a]:ﬂ to tae far bank, ecrossing under tahe hridgu. Lt.
-'*'Eﬂﬂﬂrt tﬁﬁn-ﬁrﬁud -rd. th sis command srn-m. LnﬂEE unlits
aunuﬂaiad in, ]imm.'uing mt tarea gun anlnne-nrmﬁ and silluﬂ
ar}p:ﬂxlmtaly t.hirtaan Germans. They fuund, anwevar, __t.ila.t q.a-.
BNON 48 t:uy lmnukad uut. one :un and zjfafted for the ﬁi;ft,'i tue
Germniany wmﬂi ru;lana tae arialnal Zun clews frum t_xpi_l.__E _:l_':g—
BaIves. .I nftﬂ!’ ﬂgnting for dhaut. two _11::.1:'3. tua;.r vere fﬂr—
ced to wit.:ndraw d.un to lack of m:m.mit.ian and ra-an"uruu.nahts.

11t thlu tiﬁﬂ tiae Battulian was ﬂtill ﬂit_ﬂut uuunu-_
"iiE:i.lti.]"IH, s..mrt on ﬂrrnr:itiﬂ'], and .lﬂ.d one rﬂtiﬂn fur nn]._,r
about E":'n-l;‘iirdﬂ Df Lie wen.. TAﬂ .Esr.l-t-tul:l.un wid aooroxina-
tely tiudrty randu of am...mnit-ia'l ser ian, one lizat utﬂ.ﬂlﬂﬂ

wita I75 rounds, one bazookas witiL six I'nqmls, one bundle
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wita 130 pounds of explosives, and one ifawcins alne per
individusl. Lt. Broyaill was dissatuied ita two men tﬁ try .
andl;a: t;ru tae lines to our own traaﬁa, wita word of t:e
situation, and te bring back supplies of aumunition and
-rﬁtiﬂua._'_ G gl : 2R

3 _‘ﬁ_'ar tue remainder of tae daj.r tae position was aeld on tue
river bank. ZIZarly in tae afternoon werd was received that Col.
Jounaon and a_'mu]_i from the 50ist Paracauté Infantry were °
fishtin: ﬁt the locks at La Barquette wlth two other men. Capt.
Saetile made his way to the 1::1::.;:5 but found tiis unit in muuu
tae isau_m_ ait:ﬂ.tiun as the 3rd :ht.t.alian. Col. Jeunson _ij.d_
:ﬂra.nuntgr;_!f wita tae U.S5.3. levada and Capt. Saettls _p__re;:urazi
and sent 1_1'; éﬂ”{fnr taea .G, I0Ist A/B Division t.f be f:ar-

"J'E-I'dﬂdf . L-"'*

Tﬂﬂt n.t;.rht the Battalion was re-anforced by fnrty add.‘l.-
tinrlza.l men, _w-al kad been dronned in _t.*u. vicinity of -Jfa-r_fu_tqtag.
" Twe bu:iﬂl&n;'ﬁ'né alse rutriuvad; un.a- ﬁith Bmall arfis amﬁuni-
tion, and nnu 1nf:l..t..h K-Rations. As nisht fell, tae EETIII angi-

neers and ﬁﬁn-ﬁunllltinn men worked thelir way dewn s:rumn.tn

il W s
'. ¢

Lae brid;_.aa unﬂ pnpnrud them for demelition, uumpletin;; their
work in tvfenty—nﬂan minutaﬂ. At a.pprnximatal;.r 0200 hﬂur. the
eneay attemnted a oressing at Dridge No. 373 but_wit;ndrpw-in

face of the Hu._ttalinn defenslve fire leaving several :iunﬂi and

wounded.
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Tae next day, D plus I tae Eattalion continued to nold: the
gast bank, and tae enemy’s efforts were confined to shelling and
observed mortar fire. Scometime around noon a fligat of P-5is
ﬂgﬁ&argd ﬂ?arhund,:aﬂd with the ald of a out up signal panel,
bomoing was requested Oa’the eneay’s nosition. Tue planes
returnad,at;;iaﬂ and drnppu&_aiﬁht to twelve bombs-~turee of
whicﬁ ldndgiin# our own position, kKlling one and waundiﬁg one .
Tas rﬂqainan:~biuaﬁhﬂﬂ beta Erid;ua. furtiuer casuzlties were
;ra?unted hy th. quick action of Caaplin ilo Gee and ufh;t. SaaGes,
who waved &n.idlntificntiun flag in front of an on-coming 113naa,
waicia were strnting our pusitinn. |

: uﬂuEWhlrixlrﬂund.Iﬁﬂﬂ hnur a ferce of aparaainately tarea
nundraed uurnﬂn Faracautists we're observed approaching our rear.
n.defanﬂi?l 11“& uf twenty men vas built up facing our r&ﬁr,.ﬂnd
aeverul patruih were sent out to determine the actions.of the
enemy. quag:g&#rtln encountered tae enemy as thkey were taking
PﬂﬂiFiﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂ;F”ﬁ"d' abeut 300 yards to uuf Trear, and.ﬁqrﬁﬂ
5“““5?5?h¥4¥9;3!kinﬂ tiae anqﬁ;ﬁhpliare they kad a large force.
after a q%q??¥'9ni bitter fi;u Tight, thke enenmy ﬂtaffed ;a:
ﬁurrande;_gﬁsgriupl of tiirty;anq forty. Dy thke end of thﬁlday'

235 prisoners aad been taken and an estimated 40 Germans killed.
» ¥ ..-._f" o ) .' . 4 ] - - -
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Tas nisit ;aﬁﬁﬂu quiatly gAcect fpf a buiel neriod. waen
an eneuy force attemnted to couplete dastructinn of tae oridges,
Tuern were driven off by our small arms fire,

.. Tew additional D-rations and sowe siall arnms ammuﬂitiaq
wers found durins the wour of darkness. Tae best find hovever
waa a §2 hd;mnrfar tube and B0 rounds of Hmuunitinﬂ

"Twi_nd#t morinin;: D plus 2 tue baittalion was still wita-
out cﬂﬁmuﬁicntinn and uﬁ;t. ot Jle went owo r#trnla o gentact
ﬁﬁe beaca ferces, Lt's ﬂarlin; arnd Sannu;ueirn toox off at
083%0 wita two rifleman each. They encountered quite a few
aneiy wno were withdrawing froua tae Ueac.n and uad several
skirmieies In wides they xilled six Geruans and took taree
priscnﬂfﬁ¢ |

At IIOO0 Lt. King, Battalion 5-4 arrived vita vlensy of
water, Tatlons and.aumanitian having croazsed tTurouza tae
ﬂne;g‘a-llﬁeg in a aupturﬁd'vEAiﬁle.

At’ 1400, Lt's darling and ¢ntaraexrﬂ returned with word
taat tﬂay Bad gotten tard and tiat tue battaliﬁq was L0 be
raliev&d at.Igﬂﬂ by tue 327th Glider Infantry.

Thrnugh out the day tue Battlion .ad been subjauted tu
euneni&lly haavy artillery and mortar fire. iost of thuis vwas

« i

stoaned waen tae enemy’s uhsurvatlnn post, a barn, vas set
an fire 'I:::,r tracer bullets. _ R e

~t 2700 unita of Lae J=2Tta ﬁlider Infantry effected a

relief and the Battalion moved to bivouac at Hfaiseville.

Contact wita thke Heziuent was establic..ed at 200,
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, The Btrcngth of tie Lattalion durinag the taree days totaled

19 officers and 1I7 enlisted, ife sufferad tqantj-eidﬁtiﬁﬂ}
casuilties of wilcan seven were killed and tweniy-one wers wounded.
Known casualties inflicted upcn the onemy wera fro sixiy 2o seven-
ty dead and & total of 233 nrisoners were_turned over to tue
Ist Zastalion, 508 Paraciaute Infantry.

Upon uuf a_n-i'.ral in tae bivouze zrea at Heisaville, we were
Joined by apasreximmtely tour officers and I00 onlisted man.
Thess men had been widely scattered durdng tne jmmp, and =mad Tought
- wita Otaer umlis during ths uﬁerutiana. |

On tae r:tr:dmg e::_f 2 1,;1:11.15j o the Zattaliecn was put in rezizental
razer?ﬂ.ani Capt, Saettle ﬁet up zig C.P. in a Rousa betwean Leau=
mont and 3t. nﬂnu-ﬁu-unnt. As men goniinued to rejoin tae patta-
1ion, t-.ae ﬂtﬂﬂ‘th reacaed 24 officers and 179 nen. That after-
naon Cast. ﬂnliak rejoined the Battalion and took command,

The BEttllinu. in regluental reserve remained zere until D
plus 35 Hilﬂﬁit niulivad orders to relleve 3rd Sattalion 5ﬂIat in
ﬂatpnating t.?l:t inundat.ad H-ru frm Carentan-Valognes rna.d 1::: Les~
ville. T'-'IH .Etttultm CePo wam ®set up at Houesville.

S =

The Ean of J plus ‘6 the Battalion was ordered tu ru].iave
the I8t ::a.t.t.l_;l__iup. .Ians wa0 were in contact with the enemy on tie
mranmn-'&uyﬁ*m& a;baut. 1200 "yda. west of Carentan. AL 2300 tae
"‘"-..t.alinn e r&lln?ed by the :nd Battalion 3503 ﬁnd; marched south

oa tas Earentan'rmd to  5t. Coue du .lont waere 1t o picked up by

truck and talken td Carantan.
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Jaon renortlng to rezimental Headguarters in tarentan, orders

wera racelvod to attuck alozz tze Souphe rogcd at 0520, D plus 7
follouiing urtlllar; barmgcae commencing at 9430, a3 Lke location of
t2s Iot Sattalion was undefinate and guices 1ol availabla, nlang were
made to cttnek with G-H-I-J0's echelened i laft rear Witk G Co.
gulding on tae Enupta road, The <2nd Sattalisn 500 was tﬁ attacic on
our rizht and !;hu 500 on our left. ~Followying a ssotty barraze, the
attack openad at ﬂﬁﬂﬂ =y nrdartd. at tiias time there wis a0 contact
wita aay of t;q_{}qu 4nita er unlt to 02 relisved. EJE?EIWB# ﬁu
‘eammunication 'wir._llth&.n tae Battalion. | ’
Jﬂntact'wﬂi-;ﬁdﬂ-with Lae Iut_Hattﬁlian 306 saort of Douville,
_ruiiaf made, aﬂ&1ﬁﬁn attaogk punla#. “neay edsntact was immediately
mada and tha} withdrii sliaitly past Douville. a8 tas attack nro=
‘gressed tue Bntitlilu.fﬂand iteelf azead of tae “nd Battalion and
rauaivint, ilre in its rear from taem. I 2o. reported contact v th
toe 5G¢st an au:‘luft ﬁnd found We wers asead ol tuem 8180. Tin fire

2 o2l :
from froat anﬁhfllﬁkn-baeann very Heavy and tae attack Jﬂltﬂd. Lﬂlp

op Wiy rarn
wvas aszkad for ﬁnﬂp: platoon of llgnt tanks arrived. Tae Lnnku mia—
Juodged t#a”fgqyﬁiyéﬁy and fired on our own me:, killiag ut Iaaat twe
and aﬂuuding rtfi. .Ihia plus tnn-fallura-a: elther tnu 5ﬂI=t q:-gmdf
Dattalion 306 t::l aﬂnm:a forced our atta}_i.un to *aitnd:aw tn hur
orizinal line __nf depature waers the line was atraihataﬂnﬂ nnd

- defence gat u;,

; 1 omn my B
Bogmertal e y By

in tae aftsrnaan our Eattallon was relisved by tae 40I3C Glider
Eattalion plua a Eﬂttaliﬂn.ﬂf tiae Znd Arwored Division Ai:a_infhntry
attucanents,. iha_eqtaliﬂn anved to a8 bivouac area in Carentan at

the Busin a Flot.
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Oa D plua 3, tae mattalion uovad bzcc LO tie poudple roud
to diz & defensgive position proteciing Jarentan. ot 1730,
I plus _E waile returning frem this gosition tne Hattalion re-
ceived orders attaching 1t t..u tae 501 Paracaute Infantry tuen
in position ant_;ida the Darentan--eriers roud in the vicini-
ty of Asuverville. 1 co. rerained at itme Basin a Flot as dgiv-
$sion security. H Co; was attacied to the Znd pattalioa 50X
and G plus. Hesmadquarters Co. to tiae iat .j:iat.t.a.].iun 501« Thia
condition :;ur:i_.itad until D plus I2 at 1500 waea tas uﬂttallan
wa g runn#ﬁmtud wita tae excaption of I Co. and TI0X Over
tue aut?ﬁﬁ ;liu-: St Q:.tuutin to tae Periers road. Tada was
aeld mt‘.‘Ll II glun 14 waen we were relieved by & Battalion of
tae 501 ui the .-.nt.ta-lian rut.urnad ta control of ilke 505 at
tee Basim _l_' ;-.i‘lnt. . walle mere, lajor Horton wWas d.aai;:eg to
tae _Bat:tl_lirqn and toek cmnd.. On D plus 16 tae 508 relieved
tae 591 mm 3rd pattalion.tookx over tue left sector of
Lue mai:; 1.1.“ ﬂ raraiﬂta-nn-.;,h just norta of St. quentin.

on D plnl 20 the Iﬂlﬁt Division was reliovef Ly tae 3835

Divisien nnﬂ the 3rd Bat talion moved by foot and truck to &
bivouac area twe miles west of St. Sauver Le Vicomtbe. Taa -
followiag day tae Battalion moved by truck to an area goutha
of aerbourga, near tardinvact. Tals corndition wmatained
until D plus 34 wasn a uove Was made L0 Utaa Deuca.

Tae Lattalion embarked D plus -5 , debarking in South=
aannton D
£ slus 37 and t.r.u.t. sane day returning to camp at

fausbary, lts.

"_'I- 1 i
Tue number of men cowpleting tae operation and return-
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La

ing to Gngland was 22 -officers and 252 nen wiidcen now included

6 man who arrived seaborne joining ua D plus IZ.
Total casumnlties for tue Imttalion in operation was 17T

officers and 300 men Xxilled, wounded and nissing.
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